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President’s Perspective      
It is election time in this country; we all need to decide if we will 
participate or not.  If, from the election stand point, we do not 
participate, it would be the same as voting for the winners.  Also if we 
the Systems Engineers of Southern Maryland do participate, our votes 
will not be significant in the major campaigns in this state this year.  If 
we were quantum physicists, we would have to agree that there is a 
small probability that our votes would determine the election.  However, 
we are Systems Engineers, and we are concerned with system output, 
right?  
 
I do plan on participating because as a Systems Engineer it is wrong to 
look at a [my vote-election-outcome] system in isolation; a Systems 
Engineer should look at the interdependencies of the democratic system 
and the election system.  If either system is unstablem, it will cause 
instability in the other.  If you Google (opposition boycotts the election), 
you find several examples where there are unstable democracies.  So 
my vote incrementally stabilizes the democracy of the USA. 
 
Actually, I do not know of any of my Systems Engineering peers that say 
they do not plan on participating in this election.  They have other good 
reasons for participating.  I brought up the Systems instability reason 
specifically because it is also time for our Chapter elections, and I 
suspect from previous experience that participation may be low.  The 
same argument applies to the stability of INCOSE and the participation 
in its local elections.  At this month’s chapter meeting, nominations for 
chapter offices—President elect, secretary, treasurer and board of 
directors—will be open.  The stability of a democracy and an 
organization depends on people’s willingness to serve and run for 
election.  I encourage any that can serve to participate in the 
nominations, and those that cannot serve to vote during the elections in 
November. 
 
Respectfully, 
John Walker 
President,  Southern Maryland Chapter 
president@INCOSE-SoMD.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter
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INCOSE News 
INCOSE Certification in the News 
Certification magazine recently printed an article on the Certified Systems Engineering 
Professional certification and interviewed our David Walden, INCOSE’s Certification 
Program Manager.  The article can be found in the October 2008 edition of Certification 
Magazine.  You may read the article at the following link: 
http://www.certmag.com/read.php?in=3583. 
 
INCOSE 2008 Elections Underway – Please Vote! 
This year, INCOSE members are electing officers and directors who will join the INCOSE 
Board of Directors and help guide the strategic and financial future of our organization.  
Positions to be elected this year are Secretary and Director for Commercial Outreach.  In 
addition, members in Regions III, V, and VI are electing representatives to serve on the 
Member Board.  To assist you in making your selections, vision statements and profiles 
for each candidate are available at www.incose.org/lib/2008ballot.  You should have 
received specific voting instructions and a Personal Identification Number by e-mail sent 
on 1 October from “INCOSE Election Administration” with the address  
“INCOSEHelp@election-america.com” and with the subject “INCOSE 2008 Election”.   
 
Balloting for the 2008 INCOSE elections will close at 11:59 pm Pacific Standard Time on 
23 November 2008.  If you encounter any difficulties voting or have questions about 
voting online, please contact Election-America at INCOSEHelp@election-america.com 
mailto:INCOSEHelp@election-
america.com?subject=Please%20help%20me%20vote%20in%20INCOSE%20elections. 
  
Online submission Open for IS09 Papers, Panels and Tutorials 
This is the time to submit your papers, panel proposals and tutorial proposals for review 
by INCOSE for next year's Symposium!  The Technical Submissions Online Tool is now 
live and accessible from the INCOSE 2009 website http://www.incose.org/symp2009 
under the menu item of “Paper, Panel and Tutorial Submission”.  Please pass this 
message on to your colleagues and friends who may also be keen to submit paper, 
panel, or tutorial proposals.  Closing date for submission is 3 November 2008, which is 
just a month away!  
 
INCOSE International Workshop (IW) 2009 
This year the INCOSE International Workshop 2009 will take place in San Francisco, 
California, from 31 January to 03 February 2009, at the Westin San Francisco Airport 
Hotel.  More information with registration and schedule details will be forthcoming in the 
next few weeks.   
 
Throughout most of the year, working groups perform and collaborate through the 
internet, INCOSE Connect and via telephone.  The IW is the main event for the Working 
Groups (WG) to physically meet and collaborate face to face.  INCOSE is one of the few 
organizations of its kind that has working groups making products that are available and 
beneficial for its members at large.  All working group meetings during the IW are open 
for anyone who is an INCOSE member.  Please join us at the working group(s) of your 
preference.  For an overview of the INCOSE working Groups, please refer to the right-
hand column of  http://www.incose.org/practice/techactivities/  
 
INCOSE Webinars are Here! 
Starting 15 October, INCOSE will be providing free online seminars (webinars) for 
members and CAB company employees.  Each webinar is scheduled to last one hour, 
which includes time for discussion and questions.   
 
We have 125 ‘seats’ reserved for each webinar, which will be given to participants in the 
order that they call in to the seminar.  A number of you may join together to be considered 
a single ‘seat’ should you care to do so.  If you would like to participate in a webinar but 
are unable, do not fear—we have arranged to record the audio and visual portions of each 
and will post them in an archive in INCOSE Connect for you to review at your leisure.  The 
upcoming scheduled webinars are listed below under “Upcoming Events”. 
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We are always looking for new topics.  If your company would like to sponsor a webinar, 
if you have an idea for a webinar or would like to present one, please send an e-mail 
with your suggestion to the webinar coordination team. 
 
Schedule of INSIGHT Deadlines 
The following is a list of upcoming INCOSE INSIGHT deadlines: 
 
SUBMISSION 

DATE 
PUBLICATION 

DATE 
THEME THEME EDITOR 

15 February 
2009 

April 2009 Cognition: 
Pursuing the Next 
Level in System 
Performance 

Steve Deal 

15 May 2009 July 2009 The Interplay of 
Architecture, 
Systems 
Engineering, and 
Security 

Rick Dove 

13 August 
2009* 

October 
2009 

East Meets West – 
The Human 
Dimension to 
Systems 
Engineering 

Leo Tin Boom (TBR) 

15 October 
2009 

December 
2009 

Model-Based 
Systems 
Engineering: The 
New Paradigm 

Rob Cloutier 

*early submission date 
 
Renew Your Membership 
Don’t forget to renew your membership.  Your annual membership now expires 12 
months after your enrollment anniversary.   If you want to know what your enrollment 
date is and when your current membership will expire, just view your member profile 
https://www.incose.org/membersOnly/memberInfo/updateMemberInfo.cfm. Should you 
have problems or questions, e-mail Central Office (mailto:info@incose.org). 
 
Update your membership profile 
Did you know that you have the ability to reset your own password, change your address, 
phone number and employer, and even change the e-mail addresses you want your 
incose.org e-mails to go to?  Did you know that you can also update your biography and 
even your picture?  To keep your membership information up to date, just go to 
www.incose.org.  On the left side, select the option to View / Update Member Record. 
 

Chapter Highlights 
Member Accolades 
Congratulations to Eugene Gonzales on his new position as the PMA 290 P3-C AIP 
Communications and Communications, Navigation and Surveillance/Air Traffic 
Management (CNS/ATM) Engineer! 
 
Karl Geist has received his Certified Systems Engineering Professional (CSEP)-Acquisition 
Certification from INCOSE.  Well done! 
 
Dawn Jaeger will be honored as one of the Volunteers of the Year at the Calvert County 
Health Department’s Crisis Intervention Center. 
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Member Contributions & Support Needed 

We are in desperate need of more help, more involvement, more members, and more 
leadership from our current members to maintain our ambitious schedule of events. Also 
please send news on your projects at work, on your personal or professional 
achievements, any notable upcoming events the membership should know about, etc.  
Send electronic pictures, too!  We continue to request that each of the Chapter members 
provide us with a brief bio, so everyone will get to know you a little better.   This will also 
make it easier to network with other Chapter members.  Please include items such as 
where you went to school and any degrees, current and past positions, INCOSE activities, 
and any other information you would like to share.  Our newsletter can use your articles 
and your support.  Please send all contributions to Karl Geist at kgeist@md.metrocast.net, 
Dawn Jaeger at Dawn.Jaeger@navy.mil, or Steve McKeown at mckeown_steve@bah.com.  
If you have any questions, please send an e-mail or call Dawn at 301-757-0907, or Steve 
at 301-862-7033.  So, please consider volunteering and being part of the exciting 
opportunities in Systems Engineering. As current members, the Chapter Board of Directors 
(BOD) welcomes your feedback to the chapter’s plans. Address these comments to any of 
the Chapter’s BOD members found at the end of this newsletter.  Thank you! 

Upcoming Events 
Southern Maryland Chapter Meeting 

Hosted by INCOSE SoMD Chapter in Patuxent River, Maryland 
When:  23 October 2008, 1130-1300 
Where:  NAS Patuxent Rivers Officers’ Club, Patuxent River, MD 
Theme:  Improving Technical Performance at NAVAIR: The Systems Engineering 
Development & Implementation Center (SEDIC) 
Info:  www.incose-somd.org    
Speaker:  Juan Ortiz, Director of the SEDIC 
POCs:  Karl Geist, 301-475-5646 or Steve McKeown, (301) 862-7033 
Venue:  Buffet  
Cost:  $5.00 for SoMD INCOSE Chapter members, $8.00 for Non-members  
Description:  Focusing on technical performance, the SEDIC has been charged with the 
mission to contribute to increased program success and delivery of superior warfighting 
capability through improvements in Systems Engineering processes and practices. 
Established by NAVAIR Systems Engineering Department under the direction of the 
NAVAIR Research and Engineering Department, the SEDIC plans to focus in the near-
term on Systems Engineering Leading Indicators, an aligned four-phase system 
engineering process, and improvements to the existing Systems Engineering Technical 
Review (SETR) review process.  
 

Project Risk Management Conference 2008 
Hosted by Program Management Institute (PMI) 

When: 3-5 November 2008 
Where: Nice, France and Monte Carlo 
Theme: Discover the Jewels of Risk Management! 
Info:  www.pmisymposium.lso-intl.com    
POC:  Conference@RiskSIG.com  
Description: This event is of interest not only to risk experts but to everyone involved in 
using projects to achieve competitive advantage—from senior managers, through portfolio 
and program managers to project managers and functional managers.  No project 
management conference would be complete without a track addressing risk.  This is an 
opportunity to network with other practitioners and to leave with new knowledge and 
contacts that can be applied immediately to enhance chances of success.  

Highlights of this event include:  
• 18 sessions organized in 2 tracks, covering topics such as Human Factors, Case 

Studies, New Techniques, Enterprise Risk Management, Risk Culture, Risk 
Standards, Management of Innovation, and Tools and Techniques  

• Exhibition area displaying interactive products and leading edge technology 
suppliers  

• Conference attendees are eligible for 14 PDU Credits  
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The goals of this unique conference are to:  
• Inspire improved management of risk in projects  
• Celebrate examples of best-practice application of risk management  
• Point the way to future developments in project risk management  
• Provide opportunities to learn from leading practitioners and experts  
• Support networking with peers in a fabulous setting  
• Showcase the achievement of the PMI RiskSIG over the past ten years 
 

Southern Maryland SPIN Chapter Meeting 
Hosted by SoMD SPIN Chapter 

When:  5 November 2008, 1700-1900 
Where:  Frank Knox Building, Room 120 
Theme:  Tips and Lessons Learned for Leading an Independent Review (plus CMMI 
Model Updates)  
Speaker:  John Kennedy, MITRE  
Info:  http://www.somdspin.org/  
POC:  Liz Burnett at 301-862-7398, Liz.Burnett@ManTech.com 
Venue:  Food and Refreshments  
Cost:  Free 

 
OCD & CONOPS in Capability Development Course 

Presented by Mr. Robert Halligan, FIE Australia 
When: 10-14 November 2008 
Where: Clarion Las Vegas, Nevada 
Info:  www.ppi-int.com    
POC:  1-888-772-5174 or contact@ppi-int.com  
Cost:  $3,250.00 
Course Code:  P958-03 
Description: This course is a 5-day immersion in the development of military capability, 
with a focus on problem definition, Operational Capability Description (OCD—how the 
capability, and each element of its solution, will be used), and the Concept of Operations 
(CONOPS—how the military outcome is to be achieved).  The course is consistent with a 
systems approach to problem solving, as advocated by defense administrations worldwide. 
 

INCOSE Webinar 
Hosted by INCOSE 

When:  19 November at 1100 
Where:  Internet 
Theme:  SE Professional Certification 
Info:  www.incose.org/practice/webinars.aspx     
Speaker:  David Walden, INCOSE Certification Program Manager 
POCs:  Art Pyster, Chairman of the Corporate Advisory Board 
Cost:  Free for members and CAB company employees  
 

Project Management Institute (PMI) Luncheon 
Hosted by PMI, Southern Maryland Chapter 

When:  19 November at 11:30 to 1:00 
Where:  NAS Patuxent River Officer's Club 
Theme:  Work Breakdown Structures 
Info:  http://www.pmisomd.org/events/events_RSVPForm.asp?eventID=67      
Speaker:  Mr. Richard Yates 
RSVP:  http://www.pmisomd.org/events/events_RSVPForm.asp?eventID=67 by 13 
November 
Cost:  $10.00 (includes hot buffet lunch and the chance to win a door prize valued at $50) 
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Systems Engineering for Technology-Based Projects & Product 
Developments Course 

Presented by Mr. Robert Halligan, FIE Australia 
When: 08-12 December 2008 
Where: Clarion Las Vegas, Nevada 
Info:  http://www.ppi-int.com/project_training.php  
POC:  1-888-772-5174 or contact@ppi-int.com  
Cost:  $2,350.00 
Course Code:  P006-355 
Description:  This course will provide a strong foundation for achieving improved results 
on technology-based projects.  The course, already delivered to over 4,000 delegates 
worldwide, addresses systems engineering as it is understood and practiced in world-class 
organizations (developer, acquirer, and supplier).  The course provides an integrated 
approach to the set of management and technical disciplines which combine to optimize 
system effectiveness, enhance project and product success, and reduce risk.  

 
INCOSE Webinar 

Hosted by INCOSE 
When:  10 December at 1100 
Where:  Internet 
Theme:  Incremental Commitment Model 
Info:  www.incose.org/practice/webinars.aspx     
Speaker:  Barry Boehm, INCOSE Fellow 
POCs:  Art Pyster, Chairman of the Corporate Advisory Board 
Cost:  Free for members and CAB company employees  
 

Project Management Institute (PMI) Luncheon 
Hosted by PMI, Southern Maryland Chapter 

When:  21 January at 11:30 to 1:00 
Where:  NAS Patuxent River Officer's Club 
Theme:  Communications in a High Performance Environment 
Info:  More details forthcoming     
Speaker:  Mr. Vincent Mankowski 
RSVP:  TBD 
Cost:  TBD 
 

2009 INCOSE International Workshop 
When: 31 January – 3 February 2009 
Where: San Francisco, California 
Theme: Various Committees, Working Groups, and Certification Beta Test 
Info: http://www.incose.org/  
POC:  PCMI, (858) 565-9921 
Description:  The workshop features many committee and working group meetings such 
as the Certification Working Group, Handbook Working Group, INCOSE Fellows, the 
Corporate Advisory Board, Certification Advisory Group, Certification Beta Test, etc.  
 
Second International Conference on Model-Based SE (MBSE'09) 

Hosted by the Israeli Chapter of INCOSE 
When: 2-5 March 2009 
Where: Herzeliya and Haifa, Israel 
Info: http://www.mbse-org.org  
POC:  Prof. Dov Dori, Technion, Israel dori@ie.technion.ac.il   
Description:  The Conference is a premier forum for the elicitation and exchange 
of ideas on issues and problems regarding systems engineering and its relation to 
the development, evolution, adoption, evaluation, and dissemination of languages, 
methodologies, and approaches for conceptual models of complex systems.  The 
objective is to improve practices of Model-Based Systems Engineering by endowing 
this evolving discipline with missing theoretical and methodological underpinnings 
and improving the communication of complex systems' function, structure, and 
behavior among stakeholders.  In addition to research and papers, the conference 
will feature invited speakers, tutorials, and an industrial exhibition. 



SoMD Chapter’s “SE Review” 7 October 2008 

 
Upcoming 

Events 
(cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 INCOSE International Symposium 
The 19th International Symposium -- Hosted by Region VI Chapters of Australia, Beijing, Japan, 

Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan 
When: 19-23 July 2009 
Where: Suntec International Convention and Exhibition Centre, Singapore 
Theme: East Meets West:  The Human Dimension to Systems Engineering 
Info:  http://www.incose.org/symp2009/  
POC:  ASK International Conference, is2009@askintlconference.com 
Description: The theme for INCOSE 2009 highlights the dramatic expansion in the 
scope of contemporary Systems Engineering where the human cognitive dimension is 
becoming an integral part in the Systems Engineering processes.  Future systems, where 
the machines are designed around the man, will benefit from Systems Engineering best 
practices and processes.  Systems Engineering methodologies have been successfully 
applied to designing large-scale complex engineering projects that are multi-disciplinary 
in nature. 
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SoMD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
President ……………………………………………… John Walker 

                                                                                     (301) 342-2348 
                                                                                                                                      john.walker@navy.mil 
 
 
Vice-President/President-Elect ………………..……… Steve McKeown 
                                                                                                                      (301) 862-7033 
                                                                                                                                       mckeown_steve@bah.com 
                                                                                                                                      
 
Treasurer ……………………………………………… Karl Geist 
                                                                                                                                      (301) 475-5646                     
                                                                                                                                      kgeist@md.metrocast.net 
 
 
Secretary ……………………………………………… Judy Walker 

                                                                                     (301) 342-2164 
                                                                                                                                       judy.walker@navy.mil   
 
 
Past President ……………………………………….… Mary Redshaw 

                                                                (240) 895-7354  
                                                                                                                                      mary.redshaw@dau.mil 
 
 
Director …………………...…………….…………….. Andrew Pollard 

                                                                                    (301) 757-7646 
                                                                                                                                      andrew.m.pollard@navy.mil  
 
 
Director ……………………………………………….. Dale Raney 

                                                                                    (301) 342-5420 
                                                                                                                                       dale.raney@navy.mil  
 
 
Director ……………………………………………….. Ted Warren 

                                                                                     (301) 757-1825 
                                                                                                                                       Heath.Warren@navy.mil 
 
 
Director ……………………………………………….. Pete Williams 
                                                                                          (301) 757-8440 
                                                                                                                                      pwilliams@goprecise.com   
 

Membership Chair …………………………………….. Dawn Jaeger 
                                                                                          (301) 757-0907 
                                                                                                                                      Dawn.Jaeger@navy.mil   
 
 

Web Site ……………………………………………… www.incose-somd.org  

 

                                                        
 

 


